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• COCKE COUNTY BOASTS TREMENDOUS NATURAL ASSETS, 40% OF WHICH IS 
COMPRISED OF STATE AND FEDERALLY PROTECTED LANDS. IT SERVES AS THE 
EASTERN GATEWAY INTO TENNESSEE AND THE GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS 

IMPOVERISHED COUNTIES IN TENNESSEE. 

• WITH DIRECT ACCESS TO RECOMMENDED TRAVEL ROUTES INTO NEIGHBORING 

OPPORTUNITY FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH.

• A FEDERAL GRANT WAS AWARDED TO COCKE COUNTY FROM THE APPALACHIAN 

BIKE, HIKING, AND EQUESTRIAN TRAILS IN COCKE COUNTY. A RECENT GRANT 
AMENDMENT HAS ALLOWED FOR DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS OF UP TO 

• THE PROJECT BUILDS ON MULTIPLE CONVENINGS OF COLLABORATING ENTITIES, 
INCLUDING THE COCKE COUNTY PARTNERSHIP AND CHEROKEE NATIONAL FOREST. 
THESE CONVENINGS RESULTED IN THE IDENTIFICATION OF HALL’S TOP AS THE 
OPTIMAL AREA TO DEVELOP OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL TRAILS AND ASSOCIATED 
ASSETS TO ENHANCE OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AND ASSOCIATED 
TOURISM DEVELOPMENT.

“ONE OF TENNESSEE’S TREASURED ASSETS IS THE ENVIRONMENT THAT WE HAVE. WE ARE HERE 
IN ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL SPOTS IN AMERICA, AND WE KNOW WE HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY 

“THIS INVESTMENT WILL BENEFIT THE PEOPLE OF COCKE COUNTY, AND ALL AMERICANS WHO 

HALL’S TOP TRAIL MASTER PLAN
COCKE COUNTY, TN
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Includes completion of 
standard Forest Service 
forms, once this is 
accepted the formal NEPA 
process is initiated.

• Wildlife 
• Botany 
• Hydrology 
• Archaeology
• Architectural/Historic 
• Tribal Consultation 
• Socio Economics 
• Scenery 
• Recreation 
• Soils 
• Environmental Justice Analysis 

A Notice of Activity 
will be prepared and a 
public meeting held.

01 03 05
Currently 
Being 
Developed

Duration  
4 Weeks

Duration  
27 Weeks

Duration  
16 Weeks

Duration  
10 Weeks

Duration  
11 Weeks

GIS/Mapping/ 
Alternatives Development 

Pre-Scoping Prepare EA and Draft 
Decision Notice 

02 04 06
Fieldwork, Data 
Collection, Data Analysis 

Scoping Final Decision 
Notice Prepared for 
Concurrence and 
Signature 

NEPA Process for the 
Environmental Assessment
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Visitor Spending Estimates
Category Year 1 Year 3 Year 5

Accommodations $261,558 $11,894,455 $18,852,358
Food/Restaurants $1,941,085 $12,471,132 $19,068,583

Groceries $1,609,681 $10,341,914 $15,812,972

Entertainment $473,435 $3,041,739 $4,650,874

Shopping $615,466 $3,954,261 $6,046,136

Gas/Fuel $899,527 $5,779,305 $8,836,661

Biking Expenses $124,445 $354,240 $755,969

Outdoor Recreation $1,342,970 $9,073,502 $13,659,286

Gaming $47,344 $304,174 $465,087

Other $284,061 $1,825,044 $2,790,524

Total $7,599,573 $59,039,766 $90,938,452

Tax Revenue Estimates
Year 1 Year 3 Year 5

Spending Total $7,599,573 $59,039,766 $90,938,452
Cocke County $216,835 $1,980,427 $3,066,378

Tennessee $531,970 $4,132,784 $6,365,692

Large Metro Areas within 4-Hour Drive Time
Market Drive Time (Minutes) MTB Participants Annual Participation Days

0-60 10,169 128,945
60-120 42,546 539,480

120-240 318,954 4,044,339
TOTAL 371,669 4,712,764

•

•

•

Visitor Estimates by Market Area
Market Drive Time (Minutes) Year 1 Year 3 Year 5

0-60 Minutes 5,986 22,623 28,304
60-120 Minutes 12,904 59,841 83,948

120-240 Minutes 44,656 172,243 261,555

Total 63,546 254,707 373,806

Existing Visitation

EXISTING MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL SYSTEMS
•

•

•

TRAIL NETWORKS WITH THE HIGHEST RIDER COUNT:
•

•

•

•

•

Mountain Bike Estimates
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WATER QUALITY SOIL QUALITY

LIGHT POLLUTION

VIEWSHEDS TRAIL REMEDIATION NOISE POLLUTION

SLOPE STABILIZATIONFLORA AND FAUNA

AIR QUALITY

ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION
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